Toward a Cosmology of Reified Potential

A Treatise on the Modern Druidic Weltanschauung

Abstract: This treatise articulates a metaphysical framework grounded in the
modern druidic worldview. Rejecting the ontology of persistent objects, it proposes a
universe composed not of things but of moment-to-moment wave packet interactions,
structured through emergent constraints. Meaning, selfhood, and observation are not
fundamental but arise through recursive self-selection and constraint-governed
emergence. This cosmology unifies quantum minimalism, anti-reification, and non-
teleological emergence into a system where reality is both evental and conditional.

1. Introduction: Against Thingness

Contemporary materialist and realist ontologies presume the primacy of objects. The
modern druid rejects this assumption, asserting instead that what appears as a "thing"
is a cognitive reification of an underlying field of energetic potentials. These
potentials, manifesting as wave packets (e.g., photons), lack intrinsic form or identity
until constrained or blocked by interaction. Thus, perceived reality arises not from
inherent thingness but from transient pattern stabilization.

Example: Consider a cloud seen from a distance. It appears to be a stable object. Yet,
up close, it is an impermanent configuration of vapor, constantly changing. So too are
"things" like tables, stones, or even persons—momentary compositions of ever-
shifting conditions.

Quote: "There are no such things as things; there are only events." — Bertrand Russell (1872—-1970)
Quote: "All is flux, nothing stays still." — Heraclitus of Ephesus (c. 535 —c. 475 BCE)

2. On Reification and Perception

Human perception is a survival-oriented interface, not a mirror of reality. Just as a
movie 1s composed of discrete stills interpreted as continuous motion, so too are
"objects" interpreted from wave packet aggregates. Reification is an interpretive act
—cognitive and linguistic—which confers artificial stability upon flux.

Nouns and grammatical structure enforce and perpetuate this illusion of continuity.
Language, being evolutionarily pragmatic, favors referential stability for functional
purposes, even at the expense of ontological accuracy.



Example: When we refer to "a chair," we overlook the fact that it is not a solid entity
but a lattice of atoms in motion, mostly empty space, held together by
electromagnetic interactions. We do not sit on a "thing" so much as on a temporary
structural pattern.

Quote: "We do not see things as they are, we see them as we are." — Anais Nin (1903-1977)
Quote: "When the mind is freed from delusion, it sees that all forms are (like) illusions." — The
Buddha (c. 563 — c. 483 BCE)

3. The Nature of Photons and Wave Packets

A photon, as defined here, is not a particle but a minimally confined wave packet
with no reality until stopped, observed, or absorbed. Until such interception occurs, it
exists only as inferred potential. This distinguishes the druidic view from classical
realism and even most interpretations of quantum mechanics.

The photon embodies a category of "soft events"—potential instruction carriers
without inherent actuality. Their interception or registration by a system with
sufficient complexity converts them into "hard events"—data points capable of being
structured by emergent constraints.

Example: Solar panels convert sunlight into electricity, but the photons they absorb
had no mass or form until they were intercepted and converted. Without the panel,
those photons remain unobserved possibilities.

Quote: "Everything we call real is made of things that cannot be regarded as real." — John
Archibald Wheeler (1911-2008)

Quote: "By convention sweet and by convention bitter, by convention hot and by convention cold,
by convention colour; but in reality atoms and the void." — Democritus (c. 460 — c. 370 BCE)

4. On Observation and the Non-Existence of the Observer

There are no observers in the foundational structure of the universe. Observation is
not a primal function but an emergent property of complex self-organizing systems.
The human, as an observer, is an evolved consequence of recursive lattice-based
reception and registration of wave packets.

Early in cosmogenesis, only "screens" exist—surfaces or substrates capable of
registering wave impacts. The universe generates its own observation systems
internally through a process of self-organization under constraint. The observer is not
foundational but epiphenomenal.



Example: A camera captures an image without knowing what it sees. The human
nervous system, similarly, receives inputs. Only much later does consciousness
emerge as a byproduct of increasingly complex registration.

Quote: "The Universe begins to look like a Thinking Machine." — Victor Langheld (1940 — ?)
Quote: "In one is all, and all is in one. If only this is realized, no more worry about not being
perfect." — Hwa Yen Sutra, Avatamsaka school (before 300 CE)

5. Constraint, Chaos, and the Four Forces

Order arises not from design but from turbulence constrained. The modern druid
holds that what we call the "laws of nature" are better described as emergent
constraint systems that arise within chaos. These include the four fundamental forces
(gravitational, electromagnetic, strong, and weak), which function not as eternal laws
but as internal limiters that sculpt ongoing turbulence into quasi-stable form.

Constraints, once present, recursively give rise to stable phenomena—systems,
processes, and later, agents. These constraints shape the transition from pure
momentum transmission to complex emergent organization.

Example: Galaxies form not by intention but through gravity curbing the expansion
of matter. Stars ignite not by design but through mass reaching the threshold of
constraint necessary for nuclear fusion.

Quote: "The order of the universe is not a constant but an accident stabilized by conditions." — Ilya
Prigogine (1917-2003)

Quote: "He who sees the causal law sees the Dhamma; he who sees the Dhamma sees the causal
law." — The Buddha (c. 563 — c. 483 BCE)

6. Emergence and Self-Organization

The universe does not unfold with intention. Rather, emergents arise stochastically,
later becoming ordered by constraint systems. This process mirrors aspects of
universal computation, in which random input filtered through structural constraints
yields stable, iteratively complex outputs.

Systems that self-select through constraint-guided persistence give rise to layered
complexity, including what we name as emotions, sense experience, and eventually
consciousness. These are not primary but recursive—derived from earlier emergents
that survived through coherence.



Example: An anthill or termite mound appears intentional, but no architect exists.
Simple rules followed by many agents lead to emergent order, as in the brain or
biosphere.

Quote: "Complexity is the consequence of constraint applied to randomness." — Stuart Kauffman
(1939-)

Quote: "When this is, that 1s. With the arising of this, that arises; when this is not, that is not. With
the cessation of this, that ceases." — The Buddha (c. 563 — c. 483 BCE)

7. Meaning and Continuance

Meaning is not intrinsic but local and conditional. It emerges as a system's successful
navigation of its constraint environment, enabling continuity. Each emergent—be it
cell, animal, or human—derives meaning only insofar as it contributes to its own
coherence and viability. Thus, meaning is a functional aftereffect, not a metaphysical
given.

Example: A migratory bird does not understand the globe, yet its flight has meaning
within the context of seasonal survival. That meaning is not imposed from above, but
discovered in the flow of behavior and persistence.

Quote: "The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away." — Pablo
Picasso (1881-1973)

Quote: "A man is not born wise, but by hearing, thinking, and effort he becomes wise." —
Mahabharata (c. 400 BCE)

8. Conclusion: The Festival of Soft Events

Reality is a flux of non-objects—transient, soft events shaped by constraints into
forms misperceived as things. The modern druid sees the universe not as hardware
but as a self-ordering tapestry of instruction and reception, where even the observer is
a late-stage blossom in a festival of emergent coherence.

What abides is not thingness, but the recursive re-interpretation of turbulence into
continuity, guided by no hand, authored by no mind, and carried forward only by the
momentum of moment-to-moment impact.

Example: Music exists not in the instrument or the score, but in the momentary
vibration of air, the shape of the ear, and the pattern interpreted by the brain. It is an
emergent illusion sustained only by structured flow.

Quote: "To understand is to perceive patterns." — Isaiah Berlin (1909-1997)
Quote: "All compounded things are impermanent." — The Buddha (c. 563 — c. 483 BCE)



Glossary of Key Terms:

» Reification: The cognitive act of making abstract or non-objective processes
appear as stable, objective entities.

*  Wave Packet: A cluster of energy potential (e.g., photon) lacking location or form
until blocked.

* Soft Event: A non-actualized, potential event that exists only as inferred
instruction.

* Constraint System: The self-organizing rules or forces (e.g., the four forces of
physics) that shape turbulence into emergent order.

* Screen: Any substrate capable of registering wave impacts, prior to the emergence
of consciousness.

* Emergence: The spontaneous arising of new levels of organization from simpler
interactions.

* Meaning: Functional coherence generated locally within an emergent, contingent
upon survival and continuity.

Postscript: This druidic metaphysics offers a cosmology that strips perception of its
illusions, recasts observation as epiphenomenal, and re-centres existence around
evental potential and constraint recursion. It is not a denial of reality, but a precise
refusal to misname procedure (or even process) as substance.



